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Prior to the restoration of breeding Canada geese, Iowa’s goose harvest relied entirely upon migrant geese.  
As a result, the harvest was often small and highly variable averaging 6,000 geese a year.  Iowa’s hunting 
opportunity and annual harvest has greatly increased (73,700 in 2013) with the successful restoration of 
Canada geese.  Banding data indicates that two thirds of Canada geese harvested in Iowa originate in Iowa.  
The remaining third of the harvest is comprised of giant Canada geese from northern states and provinces, 
Eastern Prairie Population (EPP) Canada geese which nest along western Hudson Bay, and cackling geese (also 
known as hutchies) which nest in northern Canada.    
 
SURVEYS 
 
Iowa’s Canada goose population is monitored annually with two surveys.  In April the breeding population of 
Canada geese is estimated through a survey where randomly selected plots are searched with a helicopter.  
Geese counted within plots are expanded to develop a statistically valid statewide population estimate.  This 
survey was first initiated in 2000 and is conducted annually.   
 
Canada goose production and local populations are monitored each year through a ground count in June.  
Biologists visit wetlands and brood rearing habitat to estimate the number of breeding adults, non-breeding 
adults, and goslings.  The annual ground count was initiated in 1965. 
 
Northern states and provinces also survey their breeding populations of giant Canada geese.  This data is 
compiled by the Mississippi Flyway and the USFWS.  EPP Canada geese are monitored with a spring aerial 
survey and banding operations.  Cackling geese are monitored through winter aerial surveys and band 
recovery data. 
 
RESULTS 
 
The April helicopter survey resulted in a population estimate of 84,694 Canada geese.  This was similar to the 
2013 estimate of 73,907 (Figure 1).   The June ground survey results indicate a stable population of nesting 
adults and a 14% increase in goslings when compared to 2013 (Figure 2). 
 
Giant Canada geese nesting north of Iowa were reported to have average success in Minnesota and below 
average success in Manitoba. 
 
Results of the aerial surveys of EPP geese indicated a stable population, similar to the long term average of 
130,000 (Figure 3).  Excellent gosling production was reported by banding crews. 
 
The mid-continent population of cackling geese appears to be stable or increasing slightly.  Reports indicate 
that cackler production was good in 2014.  
 
FALL FLIGHT FORECAST 
 
After a substantial decline in 2013, Iowa’s Canada goose population appears to have stabilized.  Production 
was average to below average, but significantly better than 2013.  Hunters can expect to see similar numbers 
of geese as in 2013, but there should be a higher proportion of young birds.  Migrant Canada goose 
populations are stable and will provide additional opportunity for hunters. 



 

 

Figure 1. Population estimate and 95% CL for Iowa’s Canada goose population 2000-2014 (April). 

 

 

Figure 2.  Population and production estimate for Iowa’s Canada goose population 1964-2014. 
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Figure 3.  Breeding population estimate and 95% CL for Eastern Prairie Population Canada geese 1972-2014. 


